


CECI ET CELA

The last SP was mailed ocut separately, after the main Mailing, and uncertainty
obout some of the names on the membership list kept me from sending & copy %9
everyone thereon. The extre copies were sent the miling mensger and by hin
distributed ae members renewed, ktp, but 1 have enuf extra sheets on hand %0
moke up a few more, and any of you who should have gotten & copy~-that is, who
got the lost Moiling but not SP--pleuec let me ENOW.
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COMMENTARY, ALPHA AND BETA IN THE NINETEENTE MAILING Ppl, 2,3, 4, 95
Really no more discussion of things brot up lastime than in
a zine of the Sardonyx type, but badly unorganized

IT'S IN JIM FARLEY'S BAG )
Interesting excerpts from correspondents

REJECTED--FANFARE! tp 6, 7
Something of a hack article, tho not so intended, and e deal of

it's out of date now, but there are scme ideocs lefy worth pleying
with

ITEMS FROM MY SCRAFPBOOKS P8
Stuff
THEY DID NOT BE F A

Mcdsan in tims's wake

call IT #HAT YOU iISH F 8
But don't think it's true

ARS GRATILA ARTIS Pp 9, 10

Quotes all from American authors thig time, reflecting my Americen
Thought and Clvilization major

MY DEAR FUTURIANS Pp 11, 12

Comments on the issuce 1 bought of Astonishing, Super Science,
Science Fiction, Future, and Stirring

We still hight Jack F Speer, but our address
ie now 6323 Western MW, Wn/DC, still in Chevy
Chase, proise Foo



COMGENTARY, ALFHA AND BETA I THE NINETZENTH HAILIUG

One of the best meilings yet, and probably cone of the largest. we're going great
guns, guys.,

Yilton: hat insignia does a buck sergeent in the American Army
wear? And is it true that gatherings of fans invariably end up in denonstrations
of physical skills? I hadn't noticed it. 3ut neither do I think you're jus-
tified in assuming that fans are & normal cross-section of humanity until the
contrary is proven in 2 scientific way. After all, we assume many things, for
example, that experience in writing improves one's writing skill, without any
carefully tabulated experiments to back them up. There is something in the
deficiency of imagination indicated by reading superscience storiss without awe;
not so much deficiency thereof, as failure to use mach of it: if you really
bring your imagination into play, a stf story will have & much greater effect
upon you than if you just sponge up the words of it. Chauvenet and Rothman
may be admittedly self-centered, but, confound i%, I don't seem to be (except
to the extent thet sll "eltruism’ dcpends on self-pleasure in others® welfare).

1 have become so socizlized that nine times out of tem I put the other guy's
interests (my interpretation of his best interests) ahead of my owm. It's
disgusting.

Several migprints in FFF, and other errors. @idmer was at the Boskonme,
but not his wifye, and Chauvenet was leagues away. = Time and again Unger (or Doc)
speaks of "an" stf somethingorother. It's a etf whatfhacallit, Julie, pronounced
tgtef"., Tauresi and Moskowitz plenning to revive Fantasy Magazine. Ch, God.
Poll results interesting, but where is Widner in the listing of famous fzns, and
where in Fanfare among the fanzines? Art must have stricken out his name and
mag thru false modesty. Re the bilibliography, we too have been annoyed by stfoal
titles on mundsne stories; but has this latest bibliogrepher considered the ques-
tion of how he or his contributors can elways drew the line between fantasy and
non-fantasy? It's not at all easy, especially in books. #e hope the listing of
the Check List in FFF will not take the place of & regular editiom of 1t per-
sonelly, we think it just & space-filler for a news-weekly. Is this supposed .to
vo & combiretidn of all previous rounds of the alphabdet? Re the Jycon Review
cover, Forry's pants weren't short that year: they were regular cavelry breeches,
#hich he tricmme to shorts for the Chicom.... Satyric gripes me. The cartoos is
in & style which, like the cover of Flabbergasting Stories, gets my goat for mno
discernible recason. But there's quite definite couse for disliking the alleged
joke which is much of the contents. The "surprise” ending mite surprise a third
grader. The double entendre, too, is very thin, and entirely forgotten in spots,
the surc sign of an inexpert writer. If this is what the editor means by "'pro’
gorth" ia the editoriul, I'll take the amateurs.... Spencer's piece Alphs 1n
the Mucleus; I guess Beta is the Portrait of a Fan, bhut the "porirait® recminds
us of & composite fotograf of Hollywood's ten leading octresses. It sins in
omiggsion &g well as commission, neglecting to mention that the utterly superior
femile of the story agreed to marry the guy at one time. The cnti-Ackermon pas-
sages we disliked, too. And the designation of those who acclaim Vomoidens as
frustrated and those who condemn them as inhibited shaqws the gotcha—coninengoin
cheracter of this kind of Freudianism; it's kind of like the inferiority complex,
whieh one evidences either by acknowledging inferiority or agserting superiority.
The only safety lies in keeping your mouth shut about it. The real prize of this
issue, tho, is it the editoricl. Benceforth, lads, when you're caught in a self-
contradiction, just teke o leaf from Trudy and say "Bach erticle st be teken for
itwelf alone, with no relation at all to the other. Thot is how they werc ywitten
cnd that is how they are to be read", and no metal cun touch you. For all the
foregoing, we like Mucleus znd Trudy very mach.... Questions and Cormesnts in this
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R&C is very good, with notes on the previous Mailing secand-best. Re Jenkins!
wind-up of his OffSounding, Beck, if you think hc talked without saying anything
then, you should have hea®d hie spicl coming dowm Sixteenth Strect at the end

of the Spiritrip; it was marvelous, and quite extemporaneous. The worst thing
about that "proven axiom" thing in the Poll Cat was thot tho rule referred to
wasn't valid at all. As for Martin's surprisc at Rocklynne's marrying a Jeweas,

I can quite understand his fecling, assuming that shc was an orthodox Hebrew.

e can imagine few things less blissful than a Frotestant (including athecists as
Protestants) deing married to an Orthodox Jew. Time out while everybody cites
cxceptions he knows of. No need for you to be ashamed of comparing "unigue”,
Kbnig; as a practical mattor, all of these absolute torms cen be comparcd, no
matter what the grammar books say. So we come to your reiterated objections to
non-fantasy stuff in the FAPA. Jell, look, HC, we wente talk about these other
things, sce, and if we don't discuss them with each other herc, where else can

we do so 8o handily? The Constitution carcfully avoids any requirement that ma-
terial in mailings pertain to fantasy. For my part, I try to introduce wherever
possible angles that I guin from my fantasy reading, and choose quotes for QQ and
Ars Gratie that have some bearing on fantasy, but darned if I'd oblige anyone elee
to. To be triviel momentarily, "40 per cent" does not carry either & dot or &
commz after ths "cent", and you should either eay "40%" or "forty per cent". Re
Forry's pubdlicizing hie generosity, I think the idec he had in mind was to suggost
that others of ue do likewise. Re composing away from the stencil, and mltiple
prooffozdings, lack of time forbids pro-drafting everything, and I read and correct
the stencils one time, which is for me all thaet's on this side of the peint of
diminishing returns. Romarks anent $FFen's medal for best fanzine are well talken.
And fipally, Hisser, in "I'm a Federal Agent", f and zh (in aidzhent) are frica-
tives, and can be hissed to some extent.... In the two Sci-Fic Varietys, we liked
alphally Jilson's book review and betally the editorial on the March number. The
underground wonderworld in the "Amulet" review sounds interesting; probebly such
a thing is @ common clement in day-dreams. Swisher, when you list Schumann's
once~-projected Fandom, don't forget that that neme was much earlier used by McPhail
on a proposed fanzine, Peoplc should always consult the Check-List before naming
their mogs. You aren't the only one, Vulcan, who's wondered what the Columbia
Camp will do with all its. projected fanzines: I've boen tryilng to persunde them
to rotrench, but they won't listen to me. I wouldn't have minded if you'd cut
Crow and Curry about 75% more, Bob, but I'm still categarically opposed to Medit-
ing".

The woman on Horizons' cover looks very much like a Cartier drawing. #eo like
Cartier's style. Comments on things inside: I'm afreid Farsaci's poem does
qualify as activity, under the Constitution. I &sked Swisher once if he were
going to list things like circular letters and expiration-notice inserts and
Christmas cords, and he said that was outside the scope of the Check-List, but
suggested I take up the idea. Goody! Harry hos adopted ny term "post-mailing”
for things like the last SusPro and En Garde sent out late, Doubt that copyrights
ere violated in quoting from Mark Twain; they don't run to perpetuity, and anyway
a bricf quote is foir use and not prosecuteadlo; or if it ig, lots of us guys are
open to prosecution. But the argument in the quote is unfair:; Germens don't
ordinarily use such long words in talking about something they've already de-
ecribed once, and, too, they have a slitely difforent idea of what & word is:

a long compound in German corresponds to a substantive phrase, with modifiers
and absolutes and all kinds of trimming, in English, and taken all together, is
usually briefer. BRe & nickname for SusPro, I think Susie is the Southern Star,
and drawing "Exmy" out of "Sustaining Program" is kind of far-fetched. Anyway,
in these personalized FAPAzines, the personality of the editor is so allyervasive



that a nickname for the mag scems superfluous, Re Spaceways, I hereby preffer
the nickname "Espy", which was ungraciously refused by the oditor of the 1.l.
ESC?Pe. The reverse of the statement about slang and intelligence is not necce-
sarily true; a strong man may uge a long lever. Re the superman discussion:
You rusta meant Neznderthal, not Cro-Megnon--the Cromags were supposed to be
at least cqual to sSapiens in mental power. But his doings were not necessarily
incomprehensible to the inferior Neanderthal; the Day is Done doesn't so present
them. So I'll contime guessing about supermen. You can refuse to play inter-
lineations if you want te, Harry, but in doing so, please refuse to use linas
made of underlining rather than of dpfs. No, Campbell specifically scid that
Heinlein's fantasies weren't supposed to fall into his Bistory of the Future.
Taeh, I remember quite well the Gasoline Alley you refer to, tho I at the time
had never heard of a barcmeter; remember how many of the old Gasoline Alleys
were fantastic, when Skeezix was at the ago of fantasy? I elso am tired, have
been frem the first, of that Unknown cut of the guy looking out between the bars.
"Unknown" can be a noun as well ag an adjective, but I'fe never seen it used
substantively without an article attached, eg "the unknown". Jdorst thing cbout
Land of Unreason's wind-up explanations was that earth, air, fire, and wuter were
very poorly balanced, as was inevitable vhen there were only "three places". I
don't think Silaki Ali Hassan is & pename; you may remember that the gent visited
e QSFL reeting, and is a genuwine Arab. Tis true Mimeograph's a trade nzome, but
it has been judicially ruled that when o cormercial nome becomes a common word,
it's no longer private property; thus Pepsi-Cola. The poem about 1492 and 1942
is lovely. iho wrote it? I don't think the censors read every ward in FAPA
mailings going to England (pity the one that had to read this Horace!); Youd said
they don't censor incoming stuff, and anyway they certainly wouldn't undertake
to read all ragazines shipped in.... Faster than Light was an OK story, but
didn't and doesn't etrike me as being immortel; and I am opposed in principle
to reprints, particularly reprints in which the original edition far exceeded
the reprint in distribution. "Bi-yearly" means once every two years, not twice
a year, so I suggest that Unfamous Fantastic Mystceries be discontinued sometime
in 1943. 1 did like Joe's attack on certain modern-day criticism, in his edi-
torial.... In S F Hash, wec are indifferent to the index of Unknown, and think
that the ratings in particular could be dispensed with. In Jinx, Baym alpha,
Postal Pulsations beta. dJde particularly disliked Declaration of dar, and wonder
what Jinx means by "war--to the end!® hat ond does he aim at? Another thing
that puzzles us is the reference to Ednig riding Wollheim, and then something
about o jackass riding a human being. Je¢ understand him to be coalling K a jackess,
but where doos the human being come in? 4h, that etinks. Heinlein's statement
that in the absence of absolutes the purpose of life must be seme kind of eudae-
monism sounde logical, so Raym's statement "“to satisfy o desire', if interpreted
broadly, will probably hold up, but I don't see that "settle o controversy" is
necessary apart from it. Joe hag one point, but not a full discussion, in "Jhat's
drong with Fan [Sciencg? Fiction®" That's Joe Gilbert, we mean; Fortier on the
aame subject is too obscure.

"whet is the FAPA? A dumping ground?" inquires HCK.
'Fraid so, Heck, but I wouldn't want it otherwise.... Turning from Agenbite of
Inwit to the FaPi Fan, we find nothing to say that doesn't belong in Ramblings.
Quite o number of Phantagraphs this time; #Wollheim started his pre-election splurge
three months earlier than last year. Two more years and he'll be active the year
round. Of the non-controversial contents of the Fluntygraphs this time, I liked
best The Bride of the Sea, particularly its stylistic epilogue, reminding me so
of Tom Slate's Popeian poem debunking modernistic verse, in GWU's Helicon. For
second place, I'd say & tie between the simultaneous space-shilp cover and the
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listing of asteroids. "Karl Velong"' 41l Out is about the first story of this
type in which I understand what the writer means, but it carries the awful sug-
gestion that maybe all those other scemingless neaningless pieces in Mind of Man,
etc, nay actually have had meaning.

"4 common language is not sufficient to bring
peace, however, it is absolutely necessary" soys Guteto. I disagree; I don't
think 1%'s cither the necessary or sufficient condition, tho doubtiess it would
help. The judote from the Reader's Digest gives me an excuse to repect here what
first I druamed on an only 75k-listening feminine ear concerning it: that if a great
majority of the people don't usc the “correct" promunciation, then chances are
something's vwrong with the standard of "correct". "Find your kind on Terra if
you can® is a good motto., The drawing on the back cover is easily interpreted:
it's an impressionistic diagrem of a modern Zuropean language. ... The Madman
of Mars is good; Acky should have done something like thie long ago. 1 wanta lay
claim to first using "And so-- Foreword!", in something for llucleus, from which
Kussie deleted it. Your hairline rcceding too, Forry? 4h, us.

Twilight's stinky
cover has only good spatterbrush-work and eross-hetching to recormend it. The
contents are putrid, too. e intended to really g0 to town on Fortier's self-
adulation and weird thinking in this and the Calif Mercury, but En Garde did
such & good job on him, we'll s2&y no more now.

There are two errors on the back
cover of SusFro lastime: I gave 17 Ledyurd Rd as Sw's address when it should be
15 ditto, and, quite without thinking about it, drew the Spirit and the truck
as each driving on the left side of the hiway, asg in Erngland. In Alpha and Beta
I corpletely omitted mention of rmy own pubs in the 18th Hailing. All we intended
to say, tho, was to remerk thoo suddenly. several people should have noticed ny
toothpick men. I'm rite proud of 'em; scems like I can get wonderful expressive-~
ness with their simple symbology, but possibly rmch of the expregsion put in is
never corrmnicated to the reader.

apologia shows Evans' style to still be o little
gooey, ctut likeable..,.. En Garde is very welcome, with the Picce on Fortier taking
top hoaors, covor next best feature. The interlineated argument that fans rmuet
be mats is illogical. All A are B, &1l C are B, end all D are C does not imply
thac all 2 are A. ZEqually illogicel is the argument for mudies on the grounds
that Earth's dominant lifc-form has equal station with Fluto's or Mars'. 4 good
definition of funtasy must be on the alpha:non-alpha formula, something to the
effect thut everytaing which is not edmissidle material for mundane fiction isg
material Jor funtasy. But Barth's dominant life-form obviously is material for
mundane fietior; 1Y therefcre does not constitute fantasy., 4All science-fiction
masi be fantasy, using fantasy in the broad sense; of course.... This Sardonyx
is the best yet, c¢von tho is's mimeced. e like his kind of contents page; we
also like the lires ab the sop of ecach pega. de wonder if "Departure" was written
on leaving Tullwocd. Re the Leflection: fear muy derive from unpredictability,
but unpredictubility does not always involve fear. The coined "Linbones" is
cute. "Let thy speech be better than silence or be silent” would be a poor notto
for ordinary conversation, whon small talk is necessary, but we would that fans
would observe it when they're in formal conventions; the trivie tossed around, to
perliamentary detriment, is terrific. The quote about substituting ideas for life
moves me to remark that while I ray onjoy life more, I still like ideas, and idoas
for me contribute rmch to the enjoyment of life.... The latest Nachgemachteschild-
krftensuppe is too poorly mimeoed to be read by one so unfemiliar with German
that he mmist see every letter distinctly.... Re Bussell's pleintive plea in the
FA: certdinly we read the interlineatlons, but an interlinestion /continued elsewhere



IT'S IN JIM FARLEY'S BAG

"Don't forget you owe me_a letter, too, lest we forget, lest we forget. No re-
marks about the ridtbon [typing was o little fainﬁ?; I want to help national de-
fense, since metal for ribbon spools is becoming scarce, and teking this one off
and turning the red half up would be quite a bit of unpatriotic wear and tear on
the spools." --Harry Jdarner.

This postcarded contributicn from the Efjay was
headed "SUSFRO (Submitted at regularates) Coll It Jhat You digh---", but since
it wae apparently a true incident, it doesn't belong in that department. Say,
you don't suppose Ackerren thinks Jidner really was the author of that iten ac-
credited to him in the last Call It #hat You Wish, do yout "An Ack Dote: I
sat in the sun at lunchour, reading Van Vogt's 'Co-operate--or Else!' One the
draftsmen--Forrest-Pearce, by name, coincidently, & & Celt--passed by & noticed
the title. Quoth he: 'God that sounds good--what's she doing now?' Sach was
the story suggested $0 a nind unacquointed with stf." Okay, 48, we're willing
to pay you for acteptable material, but you'll have to submit 4 11/12 more pages
of stuff before we can, since we contributed our aluminum tax tokens to National
Defense, and the smallest change we have now is & brass S5-mill smidget.}

darner
again, with & wondrous example of stringing phrases together: "... have a Tartar
which won't let go by the tail in Spaceways which I could hardly stop without
getting out of fandom altogether;..."

Hey, purists, would you say "filterable viri" for plural?

Continued from preceding page. Greet Foo! This department scoms to have perma-
nently exponded to four pages, and now it's running over that.

is in the nature of a bomue, like a back-cover drawing on a fanzine or a goofy way
of writing your rcturn address on & letter, and being given gratis, need not be
paid for with comments unless the spirit moves you.... Inspiretion is enjoyable,
and neat. How says Lynn that elite gives 65 lines to the inch statt 6 for pica?

I always thot line-height was the same for both.... Censored was @& treat. These
Coanucks have an advanced sense of humor that I go for in a big way. The illustra-
tion for Hecro of the Spwys is so casual, for exumple; the story itself is & beauty,
by the way, but doesn't sound like c girl wrote it. The wacky scientific footnote
on sub-etheric fission gets us. 4nd bravo for spelling "favorable" without the

u in the readers' dept. British, tho, is the exceedingly fine screen they use for
mimeo shading; I've never secen the same kind of stencil work on ¢ US fangzine. FE
understoted; fingernail polish rzkes a very poor substitute for obliterine, or did
for me, tho Censored docsn'it seem to have suffered. The pun on Castor 0il and
Firates isn't o pun. ZThe guote from Sir James Jeans is provocative, but I regis-
ter dissent to saying the Universe was clearly not designed for life, both because
it seems to imply design, and because it fails to try to imagine what a Universe
that wos designed for life would be like, without being anthropomorphic. I don’t
know the astronomical neme for mooshine, but the old moon in the new moon's arms
is caused by earthshine, and I don't think the astroncmers have any bigger word
for that. My contribution to the think-chapeaux argument: #e think in ideas, which
we usually represent by a word with a suggestion of & picture in the mind behind
it--the ageregate of all our associations with that idea., But the words we think
in are much differcnt from the words we talk in, a shorthend for our own use only:
otherwise why should we have such trouble phrasing an idea sometimes when we want
to cormmunicate it to other pecple? I will grant that theory of time for a good
story in Fourth Dimensionel Mixup, but object to the statement that a fourth line
at right angles to three others is time; there's a common confusion with regard

to the fourth spatial dimension, and thinking of time by analogy as a fourth di-
mension. 4nd the BIS rocket has auxiliary steering jets at the sides to keep it
balanced so it doesn't need a long stick troiling behind the point of thrust.



: REJECTED-~FANFARE!

I kinda think Art half accepted this, but delayed publication till it was about
obsolete.
THE CONSQLIDATION OF FANDOM

I quote from a letter from Harry darner, quote: "Incidentally, isn't therc some
sort of a significant cycie going on now? That is, ell this indexing--no one
ever tried to do it on such & lerge scale until a short while ago. Just recently
have come up the indexing of all pro fantasy yerns, Swisher's Check-List, and the
Bibliography is under way, plus such allicd things as your Up to Now and the pro-
jected survey of predictions of the future discussed at Philly. Tucker I believe
started it with his VTearbooke, although of course Doc had been keeping his files
for & long while. But it's lucky it has started now: if no one had done similar
things for two or three more years and the fantasy flcod contlnues as it hasg
been, the mass of stuff would be so monumentally huge it would discourage anyone.
Now it isn't so bad, since most of the already-done projccts are being kept up

to date." Unquote.

And from my reply, quote: ™I hadn't really thot of it as a
cycle or anything like that before, but you're right; all those bidliographies
and suchlike are a distinctive phenomenon. Probably partly caused by the influx
of new fans, who want to know what it's all about--at any rate, that was much of
the reason for Up to Now, and almost the sole cause for my projected encyclopedia.
Notice that Fortier has had ruch the same idea. Shall have to comrmnicate with
him on it [?hc encyé?. Glad %o see it all, tho; I've becn urging this sort of
thing ever sincc SFNews' Meet the Boys mentioned me as believing that records of
anything and everything should be kept. I had such projects in mind in that Con-
stitution I wrote for New Fondom last year, but everything seems to be being
pretty well handled by individucle now, tho I think a potent orgenization would
ba a big help." TUnqguote.

The preceding quotea contain most of the meat of this
article, and the title occurred to me when I read VolM's complaint that somedody
ought to establish a Leutera auws agency for fendom. I think it all adds up to
o consolidation by fandor. of our bases (basises) and of our hold on the new fieldas
of interest that wc've claimed for ovr own in the past few years.

Toward the end
of the perioc. that in Tp to Yo ir ctlled the First Transition, the possible sub-
jects of discussior fer fandom were cxapfnded cnormously. Far from the deys when
fan magazines vinre filled with bicgropnies of stf authors, forecasts on the pros,
and amcteur scionce ffes*on we feunc ovrselves discussing almost anything that
attracted our interes* e irdividusls. The pelitico-economic arguments were the
nost odbvious of theose, ot *here vere miny other wide new fields of interest: art,
amateur journalism, riligior, end so on., It was almost too tmch. Something of a
reaction set in, and people compleined esbout things that claimed to be fan maga-
zines publishing stuff that had no relation to science fiction; and fanzine after
fanzine applied that policy of "nothing or & religious, political, or similarly
controversial naturc’. TFans continued to discuse, more privately, politics, ro-
ligion, and the like, but calmer days came and fandom stopped making history while
they stopped to record it, to list all the things thoy'd been doing, the stories
they'd read, the fanmags they'd published, the fans they'd met, and incidentally
recapture some of the ocarlier interests they'd neglected..... Of course it isn't
true to soy they stopped meking fan history, but they were primarily concerned
w#ith absorbing the many new fans, putting past idees in more orderly array, ond
trying to find an organisation setup for fandom as a whole that would work satie-
factorily. But now, before this work of consollideation is finished, tho its end
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ig in sight, a new forward movement is beginning, has degun. It is presumptuous
to try to predict the dircctions the new expansion will take, but some promising
trends can be noted. The DPUPCPI in the late Fluto, the Frontier Society, and
gserious discussion of subjecte like the superman, indicate attacks from a science-
fiectional viewpoint on problems of science and philosophy. Fan poetry, it is safe
to say, will be getting & lot of attention directed toward improving its technical
quality and, eventuslly, its subject matter. The introduction of fotografs in many
fanzines, Pluto's multi-color mimeoing, Chauvenet's and others' cellophane cuvers
and experiments with format, VoM's varied type faces and introduction of lithography,
the increasing use of Ditto direct process hektoing, and so on, ghow fans hard av
work to find how to get the best possible results from the equipment at their dis-
posal for publighing. :
On the other hand, I suspect that the fonograf recordings have
about reached their peak, and until sll fans becone plutocrats this custon of long-
distance fone calls will not reach great proportions. I doubt that the tempo of
exchonces of visits between fans will exceed last year's for some time now. and
the signs of cracking in the pro mag market gives extra reason to look for fewer
first sales to the pros by fans.

All sorts of new interests and further pursuits in
the old will be open to up, tho, now that our pasts are neatly indexed for reference.

Nobodylovesme.everybodyhatbsne.I‘mgoin'out'n'eatwormswormswormswormswormswormsworms

1793: . "Just*a mimute'Mr shitney; let'me show you the future.... Now, Mr Jhitncy,
are you surc that you want to invent that cotton gin just yet? Let cotton be a
minor crop another fifteen or twenty years, and the liberal movement will have
abolition on the statute books in every state, and the slaves on the way back Lo
Africa, by the time the New-Englanders' slave-trading can be stopped, in 1808.
You'll not be an old man then--you're slated to live years and years beyond that
time--and you can get the profits of your gin then, when our petent systeo will be
better organized. ...Others? Don't worry about others; I'll teke care of them if
I can take care of you. ill you wait, Mr Jhitney? ... Thank you. Now Anmerica
will be one."

Greatbigfatoncs.lougs;imslimyones.thosethattwistsandsquirmssggirmSSQuirmSSQuirmazzz
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MR zanDHI, YOU MAkE \
FRETENSE TO AN ADVANCED |
WAY OF THINKING, Do !

\YOU DETEST WESTBRoOK
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ITEMS FROM MY SCRAPBOQKS

Here are a 10t of preliminary drafts, working toward the final form in which I
recommended to the Columbia Camp & coat of arms for the DFF be adopted. The DFF.
Ah, me.

Here also is the message Milty sent the Boskone via me., It starts off in
typiczlly Rothmenic style: "Dear Boskone: 1 wanted very much to attend you,
tut things prevented it, and ell we can do is to shrug our shoulders, &5 We are
going to do many times, and say c'est la guerre.” He then continues, in type
thruout, to arouse the ire of the "alleged Philly group", and presently ask and
expund upon the question of foreign members of the NFFF, and "Precisely what is
the meaning of affiliating a club with the NFFF? How does & club get affiliated,
and once it has done so, what does it do nextt" In other words, find the referent.
Eis peroration rune thus: "The moral of these two questions is that there is more
to running & really good club than appears on the surface, and we intend the NFFF
t0 be a really good club., Love ~ Milty"

"Yet I will try the last.."/"Macbeth, Macbeth, Macbeth, Beware the Thane of Fife.."

THEY DID NOT BE

To lead off this issue's list of apochrypha we have a thing entitled, typed with
bloack and red ribbon on & lined blotter from a psper tablet, /MONSTROUS FETITION /
Insidc it says "DEAR DAMN THING EDITOR: #E «ANT SCIENTIFICTIONURSERYMES DISCONTINUED!!!
Down ot the bottom, where it could be trimmed off before submission of the petition,
we had typed "(Sign any alter egos you mey have, too. Yerke, the dope, won't know
the difference. )" Accordingly it wos signed in pencil by Jack F Speer, John A.
Brigtol, Elmer B. Ferdue, Elmer E. Perdue, Jimmy Wilson, L. Sprague de FPerdue,
John 4. Bristol, Jack Speer, Art Widner Jr,, Arlavi, Albert #doodward, Rusty Link,
Luycase U. Sewell, YHOS, Arthur L, #idner Jr., Yehudl, "THo FOLL CAT", Hu-Tgze,
Sw, RDEwisher, bodb swisher, robert 4 swisher phd, Frances Nevads Swisher, F N
Swisher, and Frances N. Swisher II. Then the Domn Thing folded before we could
get any more slgnatures or send in the petition,

Here also are notes that didn't
come to our attention while we were stylusing the bacover on the Christims issue.
Je were going to ask Santa to send lazarus Long one of those life subscriptions
to the Reader's Digest (a Lifetime Parker fountain pen would be a good idea, t00);
Kénig a tesseract in which to store his collections as hlg femily take over more
and more of his space; and Loulc Kuslan a mechine giving Time for Scle.

"Northwest Smith wus & hard guy, with an iron jow and & roving eye."

CALL IT #HAT YOU JISE

Je have heard of & piece of evidence that may give an hypothesis to account for
#ilton Rothman's death recently in a dentist's chair. It is understood that the
dentist was just inserting a silver fllling when Milty pooped out, and rememhering
the things thot are whispered of Rothman on full-moon midnites, and the tradition
about silver bullets, we leave the suggestion with you.

Robert W Lowndes hes crashed
the slicks at last, with & poem entitled "Contentment? in the Ladies' Home Journal.

. FooFoo is Foc; thore is zo Fro but FeoFdo
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ARS GRATLA ARTIS

Lately I've gone for Bryant in e big way.

as any but the very best dozen or so lines of dordsworth.

I think ruch of his stuff is as good
You lkmow Thanatopsis,

of course, but are you femiliar with The Prairies?:

. As o'er the verdant waste I guide my

steed,

Amonz the high rank grass that sweeps
his sides

The hollow beatinz of his footsteps seems

A sacrilegious sound. I thinx of those

Upon vwhose rest he tramples. Are they
here--

The dead of other days?--and did the dust

Of these fair solitudes once stir with
life

And burn with passion?
nounds

That overlook the rivers, or that rise

In the dim forest crowded with old oaks,

Let the mighty

Answer. A race, that long has pessed
gy,

3uilt them;--a disciplined and populous
race

Heaped, with long toil, the earth, while’
yet the Greek
drs hewing the Fentelicus to forms

Of symmetry, and rearing on its rock

The glittering Parthenon. These ample
fields

Yourished their harvests, here their
herds were fed,

Mnen haply by their stells the bison
lowed,

Ané bowed his manéd shoulder to the yoke.

A1l day this desert murmured with their
toils,

i1l twilight blushed, and lovers walked,
and wooed

In a forgotten language, and old tunes,

Fron instruments of unrememtered form,

Gave the soft winds a voice. The red
man came--—

The roaming hunter tribes, warlike and
fierce,

And the mound-builders vanished from the
BBY TR s « s

By diligent culling, I have a few lines that Poc might have liked, from another

poet on America's bearded row, James Russell Lowell.

Shroud:

It's The Jashcrs of the :

Along a river-side, I know not where,

I walked onc night in mystery of dream;...

Pale fireflies pulsed within the meadow-mist
Their halos, wavering thistledowns of light;
The loon, that secemed to mock some goblin tryst,
Laughed, and the echoes, huddling in affright,
Like Odin's hounds, fled baying down the night.
Then aill wag silent, till there smote my car

A movement in the stream that checked my breath:
¥ag it the slow plash of a wading deer?

But something said, "This water is of Death!

The Sisters wash a shroud,--ill thing to hear!"

Melville really had something on the ball.

Passages like this from lMoby Dick

also illustrate that sometimes it is better for poetry to eéppear to be less than

it is:

“Vengeance on & dumb brute!" cried Starbuck, "that sirply smote thee from

blindest instinct!
blagphenous.”

Madness!

"Hark ye yet egain,--the little lower layer.

man, are but as pasteboard magks.

To be enraged with a dumd thing, Captain Ahad, seens

4ll visible objects,

But in each event--in the living act, the

undouvted dced--there, some unknown but still reasoning thing puts forth the

moldings of its features from behind the unreasoning mask.

If man will strike,
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strike through the rusk! How veén the prisoner reuch ocutside cxcept by thrusting
throush the wall? To me, the white whaole is that vtlll, shoved near to ne. Some-
tines I think there's naucht beyond. But ‘tis enough. He tasis me; he hetps ne;
I see in him outregeous strenmy:th, with ¢n inscrutodle zalice sinewing it. Thot
inseratatle thinz is chiefly what I hate; cad be the white whele agent, or be the
white vhele principal, I will wreek that hete upon hirm, Talk not to me of blas-
phemy, mons I'd strike the sun if it insulted ze. For could the sun do thot, then
could I do the other; since there is ever & sort of feir pley herein, jealosusy
presiding over @ll creutions....?

However ruch some of its assumptions und arguments may be open to question, the
Declarction of Independence remains a superb Plece of writing, full of the piea-
sant nutty flavor that distinguished the Age of Reason:

Ydhen in the course of
huren events it becomes necessary for one Feople to dissolve the political bends
vhich have connected them to another, and to asswie anong the Powers of the Earth
the seperate end equal station to vhich the laws of Nuture and of Nature's God
entitle them, & decent respect for the opinions of Minkind requires thut they
should stute the causes which impel them to thisg sepuration. -- We hold these
Truths to be self-evident, that ull men are creatad equil, thuat they are endowed
oy their Creator with certazin wanliencble Rights, thut among these are Life,
Liberty, and the Pursuit of Hupviness, that Governments are instituted arong men
for the securing of these Rights, deriving their Just powers rrom the consent of
the governed, and when any Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is
the right of the Feople to alter or abolish it.*-- Prudence indeed will dictate
that governments long established should not be changed for light and transient
causes, &nd accordingly, all experience hath shewn, that menurs rather disposed
to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by altering the
Forms to which they are accustomed. 3ut when & long truin of ebuses and usurpa-
tions evidences an intent to reduce them under absolute Despotiem, it is their
right, it is their duty, to overthrow it,*and institute new Gdvernnments, laying
thelr foundutions and organizing their powers in such weey 48 te them shell seenm

most likely to safeguard their future happiness and welfare. -- Such has been the
patient sufferance of these Colonies, and such ig now the necessity which compels
them to renounce their forner allegiance, . 1 .. . The history of the

present King of Great Britain is an unremitiing stary of’ acts invariably pursuing
the sume end, the setting up of & Tyreany over these colonies. To prove this, let
Faucts be submitted to & candid world.--L

Unmotched too, in its way, is Lincoln's letter upon reising Fignting Joe Hooker to
commznd of the Army of the Fotomac (shortly before that worthy let Lec meke confetti
out of said Army at Chencellorsville). Lincoln discusses Hooker's stutement that

2 dictator is needed: "... Of course it was not for this, but in
spite of 1%, that I have given you the commund. Only those generals who gain sue-
cesses can set up dictators. dhet I now esk of you is military success, and I will
rigk the dictatorship. The government will support you to the utmost of its abi-
lity, vwhich is neither more nor less thun it has done end will do for ¢ll cormmnd-
ers. [ much fear thot the spirit that you have aided to infuse into the army, of
criticising their commander and withholding confidence from him, will now turn
upon you. I shull assist you as far es I can to put it down., HNeither you nor
Nupoleon, if he were alive ugein, could get any good out of an &rmy while such a
spirit prevails in it. - And now beware of rashness, Bevare of raghness, but with
energy und sleepless vigilance go forwerd and give us victories."
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MY DEAR FUTURIANS

To begin at the beglnning, which I think is Astonishing Stories. Here, as in most
cages with non-Campbell megazines in recent years, 1 bought only the first issue.
That I didn't keep following the megazine doesn't mean there wasn't some good stuff
in it, but siwply thet my time was too limited to even try to dig out the good,
once I'd gotten some idea of what kind of mag it was.

Chameleon Plenet made fairly
interesting reading. There were a lot of rough points and illogicalities to it,
but the idea was emuf to sustain interest in & story no longer than this, pointless
as it is. The story seems to have been inexpertly trimmed in spots toward the end....
The Balf-Breeds are OE, but make no great appeal to me in their first story. I got
the idea somehow that they were smaller than humens, but thig is nowhere substan-
tiated in the story; I think it would be better if they were...., Asteroid iesn't
above the Gregor stendgrd which, I'm grieved to say, is nome too high. Milty is
Just too alien in his portrayal of e-t's, or don't put enuf stuff into the stories,
or something. Idno.... Others have adequately commented on the first Viewpoints.
The roviews are all pretty good; but isn!t it surpriging that the authors of them
should have been so unanimously in favor of reviews in Viewpointa?

Turning to
Super Sclence, Guardian Angel was OK, but I am disgusted at the invariability
with which such handy little things as the Guardian Angel bresk down or become
lost before the end of stories of this kind.... Juice was good. By the way,
this is the second issue that I bought, and am telking sbout.... Castaway one
of the "episodes" that someone recently esuaid were making up most of the contents
of the Futurians' promegs, and some of Don's remarks about the Japancse "catas-
trophic defeats in China" usw sound odd now, but the story was enjoyuble, and the
incluslon of the genesme & happy thought.... Ley's article good.... The cover
on this Super Science was much better than thet on Agtonieghing.
So farewell to
Pohl's pubs. I'll take up Science Fiction next, tho the isswes I have are all
Hornig's and I don't need to be told that Chossie isn't a Faturien., I'd already
written him about the first of these, so take up here with October 39. The cover,
and the story behind the cover, are better than we could have hoped for.... Dweller
in the Darkness has enuf idea for a story of that length.... Flame of Life sur-
prisingly good reeding.... Lesser's anslyesis of his dream was interssting, tho
the article by no means covers the subject.... The Fantasy Fan fair, end the
letter department better, but I wonder how much it all interested the outsider?
Planet
of the Knob-Heads.cover - Oh, Gewd. I didn't read the story.... Of the Atom Prince,
the writing was bad--the exclamatory substantive phrases particularly annoying--, and
the science even worse than usual in these pulpy promegs-~it mite have gotten by
in 1910, tho even then they knew something about atoms--, tut the story itself is
very entertaining in a Them-#as-The-Days way.... I detest things like Upon the
Dark Moon.... TWomen's World--pyew! This etinks like a Space Tales reject. A
ten-year-old would be insulted if he thot this was written for him.... Television
article mediocre. The Eternal Conflict much below its initial standard. Fantasgy
Fan OK, Telepath not so much so. HKoranig sure must have had an ewful time filling
up those last twelve or so pagzes. Most of the ideas he puts into boxes on the
advertising pages would be vorth & line or two in a fanmag sometime, but the over-
supply of them in this one issue, and their haphazerdness, gives away their filler
Urpose.
? In the first issue of Future Fiction, I only had courege to read the two
short stories, both of which were pretty stinkerco. The Infinite Eye was by far
the worst; worse would be more grammaticasl, but worst expresses my feelings better.
Also is the cover awful. The only bearable thing I read in this issue was Hornig's
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World of Torrrow, and in that he errs in saying that the present really does not
oxist. I disagree with Wells' position izmplied in 8Cun en instantaneous cube
exist?®, so natcherly disagree with Hornigz.

Stirring Science Storiee, of which I
have Humber o, Aprii 4L, i1s very good. 1 sam grateful for the general drevity of
the gtories, and 2ltho many .are in consequence mere episodes, they are generally
enjoyabcle. The cavor stylc is swelegant.... Blueprint rather ealzmutic, und like
a hunk of a daydream, but I liked it.... ¥} seemed writton primerily as an exer-
cise in the second perscn, and in this was weak in ites too-frequent use of "didn't
youl?" and other ancspan cxop'essions. Otherwise good, %ho, and the illustration was
lovely.... Rockei of L9895 was glorious, t03, in its small way.... 3Brontosaurus
OK.... I've slrevay commented on the Fishers.... Cosmophobia's writer had a
difficult jobt, waico he carried out with middling success.... The Vortex was
enjoyable, Asimov's letter sterring.... The two weird poems are all right, dut
the roader has to work to hard to get the proper enjoyment frow such picces....
The Doll Master a well-turned tale, however obvious the ecnding.... Ferdue's
Swing Low was something different, and with oy inferiority cowplex about the
more esaoteric reaches of music, I had to like i%.... The Funtusy World is all
right, but not outstanding.

If I ever fcel like I have time cnuf to start reading
another prormag steadily, it'll ve Stirring Sciences.

Left Left Left mywilc-andfortyninekids innstarvingconditionwithoutanyginserbreadthink

Memo to Kbnig: I dor't think I need so much to learn the art of btrevity if by thet
you mean the opposite of prolixity. It scems to me thet my omments are usually
pretty concise and aconcmiecal of words. dhat I need is will power not %o say every-
thing that I think of saying. This is one matter in which I do not put the other
guy's interests ahead of m own pleasure, and it's & place vhere I ought to.

Ididright Right Rightbythenrmyandcoanirylhadagood jobanalieft Left Left my wife andfor

I saw & man pursuing the horizon: The wayfarer,

Round aad round they sped. terceiving the pathway to truth,

I was disturbed at this; Was struck 7ith astonishment.

I accosted the mun, It was thicily grown with weeds.

"It ie futile," I said, YHa," he sald,

"You can never"-- "1 see that none has passed here
In & long time."

"You lie," he cried, Later he saw that each weed

And ran on. Vas a singuwlar Imirfe.

bd¥ell " he rmmbled at last,
"Doubtless there are other roads,”

Onee there wesg & rAn,~--

Oh, su wisai

In 8ll drink

He detected the bitter,

And 1in all vouch

He found the sting.

At lest he cried thus:

"There is nothing,--

No life, ~--8tephen Crene

Yo joy,

Wo pain,--

There is nothing save opinion,

And opinion be domned."
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